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ABSTRACT

The Form and the Political of Seo Kyung-sik’s Writing:
Focusing on My Journey through Western Art

KANG YEON SUH

(Sookmyung Women’s University)

This article explores the formal and political dimensions of My Jour-
ney through Western Art by Seo Kyung-sik, a prominent Zainichi
Korean intellectual. Rather than offering a conventional travelogue or
art critique, Seo’s writing constitutes a distinctive narrative practice
that recounts diasporic pain and memory through affective encoun-
ters with artworks. The narrative frameworks of “journey” and “pil-
grimage” do not simply trace geographic movement but facilitate the
recollection of familial and historical wounds, transforming personal
experiences into acts of witnessing.

Whereas previous studies have focused on Seo’s theoretical en-
gagement with diaspora, this article highlights how his writing navi-
gates and subverts generic boundaries, particularly by reappropriat-
ing travel writing—a genre historically marginalized in Korean literary

history—as a space of literary and ethical intervention. Seo encoun-

A7 F2710] AT GG 0 T AdulE el B SR AdA 27



ters artworks unexpectedly during his travels and, through those mo-
ments of resonance, recalls the loss of his parents, the imprisonment
of his brothers, and other deeply personal and historical traumas.
These memories are not merely recounted but actively re-signified
through writing, which becomes an ethical mode of relating to the
world.

Ultimately, Seo’s writing integrates aesthetic contemplation with po-
litical testimony. It not only broadens the horizon of literary practice
but also asserts literature’s capacity to bear witness to suppressed
histories. By foregrounding the affective and testimonial dimensions
of his encounters with art, Seo redefines the literary function of travel
writing and affirms its potential as a medium for ethical memory work

and political articulation.

Keywords: Seo Kyung-sik, Zainichi Korean, diaspora, travel writing,

testimonial writing, art and affect
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ABSTRACT

Possibilities for the Globalization of Korean Diaspora
Literature:
Focusing on the Russian Reception and Translation case
of Beasts of a Little Land

Dambaeva Evgenia
(Sookmyung Women’s University)

This study analyzes the reception and translation of the novel
Beasts of a Little Land by Korean-American writer Juhea Kim in Rus-
sia, exploring the new possibilities for the globalization of Korean
diaspora literature. Originally published in English in 2021, the novel
was translated and published in Russia in 2024, receiving the Yasnaya
Polyana Literary Award in the foreign literature category and receiv-
ing positive reception of both the Russian literary community and
general readers. The Russian literary field, traditionally character-
ized by a narrative-centered novels and strong historical sensibility,
approaches foreign literature with its own critical standards. Ex-
amining how Juhea Kim’'s work was incorporated into Russian liter-
ary discourse, how it was interpreted culturally, and how translator

conveyed the original emotions and meanings provides an interest-
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ing case study of the positioning of Korean diaspora literature within
world literature. The study illuminates the work from the perspective
of diaspora writing, highlighting key features such as narratives cen-
tered on peripheral characters, alternative perspectives on history,
and the transnational tendencies of diaspora literature. It then ana-
lyzes the Russian critics’ attention to the balance between cultural
specificity and universal themes, as well as stylistic intersections with
Russian literary traditions. Furthermore, translator strategies that
keep cultural signifiers intact and collaboration with experts are eval-
uated as factors that enabled the successful reception of the work in

Russia.

Keywords: Juhea Kim, Beasts of a Little Land, diaspora literature,

reception in Russia, Russian translation
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Visualization of Postwar Novels in
Literary Theater(Munye Geukjang)
- Focusing on Son Changseop's The Superfluous Man(Ingyeo Ingan)

and Ha Geunchan's The White Paper Beard(Huinn Jongi Suyeom) -

Chaeryeong Lim

(Department of Korean Language and Literature
The Graduate School

Sookmyung Women'’s University)

This study explores the interrelationship between Korean postwar
literary texts and their adaptations into visual media, focusing partic-
ularly on the television program Literary Theater (Munye Geukjang),
which aired on KBS between April 1979 and June 1980. The program
adapted literary works into dramatized TV films, contributing to the
mediation of literature through visual formats. The research ana-
lyzes two representative postwar literary texts: Son Chang-seop’s
The Superfluous Man (Ingyeo Ingan) and Ha Geun-chan’s The White
Paper Beard (Huinn Jongi Suyeom) and their corresponding adapta-
tions.

The Korean War, more than a military confrontation, marked a

major ideological and socio-cultural turning point in Korean his-
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tory. Its devastation influenced literature and media deeply, and the
cultural memory of the war has since been consistently revisited
across various platforms—poetry, novels, films, drama, comics, and
even animation. This consistent visualization of postwar narratives
reflects the Korean public’s enduring negotiation with trauma and
identity.

The Superfluous Man (1958) depicts the collapse of postwar intel-
lectuals through the character Seo Man-gi, a skilled dentist suffering
under economic and psychological strain. It also examines the evolv-
ing roles of women in postwar Korean society. The TV adaptation
expands on the original narrative by introducing new characters and
scenes, enhancing interpersonal conflict and visualizing character
psychology through performance and mise-en-scéne.

Ha Geun-chan's The White Paper Beard (1959) reveals the pain of
physical disability and familial burden through the eyes of a child.
[ts adaptation employs symbolic imagery—most notably a sled—
to express the father’s despair, while emphasizing family dynamics
through carefully scripted dialogue. It also increases the prominence
of the mother’s role, thereby amplifying the emotional resonance of
a broken postwar household.

This study ultimately analyzes how literary texts transform when
visualized—both in content and in perspective. It investigates how
each medium constructs historical memory and engages with the

Korean War's legacy. Through a close comparison, it argues for a

08 ctojel 23} #1387 2025



more integrated approach to understanding literature and visual

culture in the context of Korean postwar experience.

Keywords: postwar Korean literature, novel adaptation, Literary

Theater
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